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SAN FRANCISCO -

A mountain lion has been seen intermittently on San Bruno Mountain, injuring no one but clearly
demonstrating the environmental change afoot on the protected hillsides.

“It’s thought to be a young male. It’s been seen in the saddle area,” said Patrick Kobernus, a senior
biologist with Thomas Reid Associates, which manages 3,000 acres on the mountain protected as
endangered butterfly habitat.

The mountain lion was first seen on the mountain in October 2004 during a project to pull out gorse
weeds, according to San Mateo County parks and recreation planner Sam Herzberg. A sign to warn
visitors was erected then, but otherwise the event passed unheralded.

It was seen again in the fall of 2005. Both times, it has been seen in an area highly used by visitors
and families, but no attacks, or even other sightings, have been reported. People have seen tracks
and scat containing rabbit fur from the animal, Herzberg said.

Kobernus and Herzberg speculated that it might be coming and going from the Crystal Springs area
west of Interstate 280 and crossing Colma’s cemeteries, where food offerings to ancestors attract
animals. It is not known whether it is related to the animal killed last month in a car accident on
[-280.

It is not the only new visitor to the mountain. A black-tailed mule deer was seen there three months
ago, perhaps the first deer seen on the mountain since the 1960s, Herzberg said. Formerly, the land
was home to herds of cattle, and to tule elk before that. A bobcat was also seen recently, according to
Philip Batchelder, executive director of the environmentalist group San Bruno Mountain Watch.

The visitors highlight changes coming to the mountain. Some would like to see a return of grazing
animals, Batchelder said. Without them, and without the fires that used to rage across the mountain,
brushy growth possibly fertilized by nitrogen from car exhaust has been overtaking the native
grasslands vital to the endangered butterfly’s survival, Kobernus said.

But that cannot happen without approval of a change to the habitat conservation plan, which
governs the mountain under the federal Endangered Species Act, Kobernus said. The changes would
give Thomas Reid Associates more than $300,000 a year to manage the mountain beyond the
roughly $140,000 they get at present, through a development agreement in Brisbane that would
trade the money for the loss of approximately five acres of butterfly habitat to home development.

The changes have been waiting more than two years for the county to study the process and approve
$130,000 in funding for TRA to work on the plan revisions after a first draft was rejected by the U.S.
Fish & Wildlife Service, Kobernus said. But the county is set to commit those funds this spring,
county officials said.



