
A Park for the People
By the People

"...when the cry to 
Save San Bruno Mountain 
was first heard...it came 
from the working people."
-Bette Higgins and 
Mimi Whitney, 1974

"It is vital to note that
from the onset, it hasn't
been professional
environmentalists, but
'back-of-the-fence-folk' 
in the forefront of the
struggle to Save the
Mountain." 
-David Schooley, 1978

The Save San Bruno Mountain Committee was formed in 1971 by locals from the mountain's
surrounding towns. Their collective desire for the mountain as public parkland had been gravely
threatened by recently unveiled development proposals. So, they gathered in grassroots opposition. 
 
The Committee organized hikes and marches on the mountain and delivered speeches and
theatrical protests at public hearings. They also drafted letters and opinion pieces and gathered
over 22,000 signatures in opposition to the development plans. The Committee wrote a "Citizens'
Environmental Impact Report" and influenced elections, from propositions to elected positions,
that were relevant to their goal of making San Bruno Mountain a park for the people, by the people. 

 


